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RULES AND PROCEDURES 

 

1. General Considerations. 

The rules of this committee do not apply to any other being simulated in this event 

and take precedence over any other general rules regarding procedures of 

committee provided by MINIONU’s academic staff. 

 

2. Language. 

The official language of this committee is English. If any delegate is to use any 

other language during his/her speech or in the writing of a document it will be 

required by the Chair that the delegate provide a translation in the official language 

of the committee. 

 

3. Representations. 

Each member present in this Security Council meeting will be represented in the 

sessions by a delegation composed of one diplomat registered by the chair. 

 

4. External Communication. 

The delegates may send letters and messages to their governments asking for 

guidance. These letters are to be sent to a member of the Chair that will pass them 

to the intended recipients. It is not guaranteed that the letter will be answered as it is 

a State’s matter. 

 

5. Decorum.  

The delegates are to respect the diplomatic decorum principles. Not speaking 

without being recognized and respecting other delegates, the volunteers and Chair 



are some of these principles. Another one is the correct usage of the vocabulary and 

diplomatic clothes. 

 

6. Quorum. 

In order to start a session the committee will need a minimum of twelve delegates. 

The quorum will be written on the board as soon as the roll call is made in each 

session. 

7.   Roll Call 

In the beginning of each session, the Chair will call all names put in the delegation 

list in order to establish administrative points and determine the quorum. Each 

delegate has to declare itself as "present" or "present and voting", in the way if  the 

second option is chosen, therefore that delegation will not be allowed to be absent 

in any substantial matter.  

 

8.   Debate. 

The committee will be held with the usage of the Moderated Caucus as its official 

regimen. Delegates willing to speak will dispose their placards in the vertical position 

and keep that position until they are recognized or quit the intent of speaking. The 

Chair will decide which delegate will speak considering all the raised placards, 

relevance of the possible speech, how long the placard has been held up, at 

random. 

 

9.   Speeches. 

The time limit for each speech will be of two minutes. When the speech’s time 

expires the delegate may again put his/her placard in the vertical position and wait 

until he/she is recognized again. 

 



a. Yielding of time.  

As the official regimen of the committee is Moderated Caucus, the yielding of time to 

other delegations will not be permitted. 

10.    Non-Council Member States. 

This meeting is open to the participation of Observer Delegations. These delegations 

may be active members in the discussions and writing of documents. In the voting 

process, however, only the members of UNSC, in this date, can vote in 

substantial matters. 

11.    Voting. 

a. Procedural Matters.  

In procedural matters, all present delegates have one vote and must use it. No 

abstentions will be accepted. To approve a procedural matter the committee 

requires a simple majority. That is half of the members present in the session plus 

one. The simple majority will be written on the board after the roll call of each 

session. 

b. Substantial Matters. 

In substantial matters only the members of UNSC may vote. The members that 

declared themselves present may vote in favor, against or abstain. The members 

that declared themselves present and voting may vote in favor or against. 

Abstentions will not be accepted. In case of roll call voting, all the members of 

UNSC may also vote in favor with rights, and against with rights. To approve a 

substantial matter the committee requires minimum of nine affirmative votes which 

includes a consensus between the permanent members, as these have a 

concurring vote.  



12.    Documents. 

In our committee, five documents will be used in order to formalize the discussions 

and their results. They are the working paper, the official position paper, the 

press release, the resolution (or draft resolution) and the amendment.  

The working paper is a document that expresses, in the written form, the ideas of 

one or more delegations about a topic pertinent to the debate. It is not binding and is 

used mostly to orient the discussions. There is no need of a motion of introduction 

for this document, only an appreciation of the Chair prior it turns to be available to 

the whole committee. In addition, it is required at least 8 signatories of the present 

quorum.   

The official position paper is a formal manner to express the points, ideas and the 

foreign policy concerning the committee's theme. The delegate has to hand it to the 

Chair on the first day of MINIONU, and it will be available to others delegations that 

would like to know the initial position of certain delegation. This document will be 

formally assessed by the Chair.  

The press release is a document that may be sent to the press delegates once 

approved by the qualified majority of the delegates. There is no need of a motion of 

introduction for this document, only an appreciation of the Chair prior it turns to be 

available to the whole committee. 

The resolution is a document that expresses the definitive decision of the members 

of UNSC about a whole topic of the agenda or part of the topic. In order to send it to 

Chair, the document has to be signed by half of the voting delegations. The 

resolution is divided between perambulatory and operative clauses.  

The first ones approach all considerations made about the topic in discussion, as it 

must be written in present continuous tense and the first word has to be in italic. The 

last clauses are disposed by the real actions that the committee will take to solve the 

problem of a specific topic. These have to be numerated, written in the infinitive 

tense.    



 The amendment is a document that modifies (add, exclude or change) an operative 

clause of the draft resolution. Moreover, it is necessary at least 10 signatories to 

write it, and a simple majority to approve it.  

13.    Points. 

They are Point of Parliamentary Inquiry, Point of Order and Point of Personal 

Privilege.  

a. The Point of Parliamentary Inquiry, or just Point of Inquiry, as it is commonly 

known, is used when the delegate has a question regarding the rules of 

procedure. 

b. The Point of Order represents an occurrence of improper parliamentary 

procedure either by the Director, or by a Delegate that the Chair may have not 

seen. 

c. The Point of Personal Privilege consists in a situation where the Delegate has 

personal discomfort or is unable to perform at his/her best due to some 

circumstance. This is the only Point that has the prerogative to put on hold 

another Delegate’s speech. 

14.    Motions. 

There is a variety of motions in all Models United Nations (MUN). Some of them are: 

Adjourning the Meeting, Suspending the Meeting, Tabling Debate, Introducing 

Draft Resolutions, Introducing Amendments, Unmoderated Caucus and 

Recognition. 

 

a. Adjourning the Meeting: Used only on the last day of session. It represents the end 

of the meeting.  

 

b. Suspending the Meeting: Used the end of each session. Its aim is to temporarily 

suspend the session until another one is opened. 



 

c. Tabling Debate: All the topics in our Agenda will be discussed individually and the 

committee will only change to another topic if (a) there is a resolution or (b) the topic 

is put on hold. To temporarily suspend the topic this motion is used. 

d. Introducing Draft Resolutions: After the process described above is concluded, 

which includes the appreciation and formal written of the resolution, the delegates 

can ask a motion to introduce the proposal resolution. At this moment, one of the 

signatories will read, only the operative clauses, to the whole committee. 

Therefore, a copy of the document will be distributed to all delegations. Afterwards, 

the delegates should discuss the proposal resolution during their regular speeches. 

In order to vote it, a motion to suspend the topic, which needs the positive vote of  

simple majority all delegations, is necessary. If the motion passes, all the draft 

resolutions appreciated by the Chair will be voted.  Every voting process of a Draft 

Resolution will be done by a roll call on the United Nations Security Council.  

e. Introducing Amendments: In order to introduce an amendment, there must be a 

`proposal of a draft resolution to be modified. As soon as the delegates has written 

the amendment in the formal writing which is numerate the clause that will be 

affected and how it is going to happen, the Chair will appreciate it  and say that are 

accepting motions to introduce the document. Afterwards, two delegates will be 

invited to speak in favor and against the amendment. As far as the speech is over, 

the voting process is started by raising placards and the document will be approved 

by a simple majority. Whether or not the document is approved, the committee 

comes back to the normal speeches, and other resolutions may be produced.  

 

f. Unmoderated Caucus: This kind of caucus will be used to write, edit and organize 

documents, as well as change the committee dynamics. In this motion, the delegate 

has to provide the duration of it plus a justification to the Chair. 

 

g. Recognition: Used only when a delegate has arrived late for the session, and have 

missed the roll call.  Its purpose is to allow the diplomat to discuss and vote on the 

Council.  



 All motions need a justification to be entertained by the Chair. 

    

15.   Division of the Question 

    This is a request that a delegate may do to vote the draft resolution by the 

separation of the operative clauses. In order to achieve it, it is necessary two 

delegates to speak in favor, and others two to speak against. Afterwards, the 

proposal proceeds to voting process, which is necessary a simple majority to be 

approved.  Once it has passed, the delegates will have 5 minutes to write their 

proposal of division, in the way that the Chair will put on vote the most radical to the 

less radical, it is to say, first the one that has more clauses separated until the one 

that has less. In the process of voting the proposal of division of the clauses, all 

delegations must vote, and it is approved by simple majority. This process keeps 

until one proposal is approved. Afterwards, the "new" draft resolution is voted, and in 

this case only the UNSC members can vote, which needs a qualified majority to be 

approved.  


